
The Lithuanian Dialects at 
the Beginning of the 21st 
Century: Looking for New 

ways of Research 
 

Asta Leskauskaitė 
(Lithuania) 

VIIth Congress of Dialectology and Geolinguistics  
Vienna, 23rd–28th July 2012 

 



Code of the project VP1-3.1-ŠMM-07-K-01-028 

Lithuanian Dialects 

VIIth Congress of Dialectology and Geolinguistics  
Vienna, 23rd–28th July 2012 

 



VIIth Congress of Dialectology and Geolinguistics  
Vienna, 23rd–28th July 2012 

 

The project “Modern Research of Geolinguistics in 
Lithuania: The Optimisation of the Network of 
Points and Interactive Spread of Dialectal 
Information” started in 2011.  
 
One of the main goals of the project is to record the 
state of the Lithuanian dialects and subdialects at 
the beginning of the twenty-first century and 
describe them on the basis of common research 
methods employed in sociolinguistics and 
geolinguistics.   
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During the implementation of the project (2011–
2014) it is planned to check and evaluate over 700 
points in Lithuania and outside its borders. 
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Material collected during the 
implementation of the project 

• Sociolinguistic questionnaires (respondent’s 
questionnaire, point questionnaire, list of the 
point material, etc.) 
• Dialectal and non-dialectal audio recordings 
• Entries from civil registration records, entries 
from church and other archival registration 
books, inscriptions on tombstones 
• Collections of folklore and fiction 
• Letters, diaries, memoirs 
• Press 
• Photos, video films 
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Sociolinguistic Questionnaire 
of the Point 
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Main Questions 

• Location of the point researched 
• Administrative point status 
• Point from the urban contact viewpoint 
• Social characteristics of the point 
• Heritage 
• Tradition of spoken language 
• Local residents 
• Newcomers 
• Reasons for the change of the point 
• Vitality of the dialect 
• Vitality of the point 
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Sociolinguistic Respondent’s 
Questionnaire 
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Main Questions 

• Name, surname 
• Year of birth 
• Place of birth 
• Present place of residence 
• Nationality 
• Spouse’s nationality 
• Language used by the family 
• Language used every day 
• Knowledge of other languages 
• Occupation 
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•Language of learning  
• Activity  
• Language used in public 
• Language used with neighbours 
• Language of religion, etc. 
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Dialectal Characteristics of the 
Point’s Audio Recording 
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• Readiness of the researchers to do the work 
• Search for informants 
• State of the point researched and prognosis 
for its development 
• Analysis of the audio recordings from the point 
of view of the dialect and subdialect, etc. 

Difficulties 
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The most difficult to research are the points 
 
a) where several languages are spoken;  
b) those that are on the margins of the area of the 

dialect/subdialect;  
c) those outside the Lithuanian borders;  
d) those whose social, cultural and economic 

importance has greatly decreased.  
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Based on the material collected several 
preliminary conclusions can be drawn: 
 
• Several points have disappeared already 
or are disappearing fact; in some cases it 
will not be possible to transfer them to 
another location; 
• Some points are mixed; 
• In the points with the status of little towns 
and towns, conditions for survival of the 
local dialects are less favourable;   
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• People of the oldest generation have best 
preserved the dialect; the young generation 
uses a half-dialect or standard language; 
• Nowadays changes on the linguistic map of 
the dialects are mostly prompted by the 
demographic situation, great internal 
migration and emigration, and more 
intensive contacts between the dialects.  
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The results of the practical work done by the 
project researchers demonstrate that since the 
mid-20th century when material was gathered 
for the Atlas of the Lithuanian Language the 
linguistic map of Lithuania has undergone 
great changes. Over several decades not only 
the boundaries of the areas of dialects and 
subdialects have changed, but also the area 
of their usage and the attitude of the language 
users, new phonetic and morphologic and 
other peculiarities are appearing and have 
appeared. Therefore it is not suitable at all to 
speak about the traditional dialects.  
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More about this project see  

http://www.tarmes.lt 
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Thank you for attention! 
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